United Nations Conference (CP)
Presenting Solutions the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

EQ: Can Palestinians and Israelis live in peace and security; what kind of political state should exist in the land of Israel/Palestine?

Introduction to the United Nations

The United Nations is an international organization composed of representatives from almost every nation in the world. The UN was created at the end of WWII in an effort to avoid further wars. The organization provides a place for governments to come together to find peaceful resolutions to conflicts. Thus, the United Nations provides a forum for solving international economic, cultural, social, and humanitarian problems. 

The main body of the UN is called the General Assembly. The General Assembly discusses all issues before the UN, votes on resolutions to implement United Nations programs, and forms United Nations policies regarding world events. Each United Nations member nation occupies one seat in the General Assembly and has one vote. A two-thirds vote is needed to pass any resolution. 

The Security Council is a special body within the United Nations charged with carrying out the primary objective of the organization: maintaining international peace and security. It has 5 permanent members – China, Britain, France, Russia, and the United States – and 10 nonpermanent members who are chosen on a rotating basis. Through the Security Council, the 5 permanent members can veto a UN Security Council resolution. Beyond the primary goal of world peace, the United Nations is also dedicated to the development of friendly relations among nations, based on the principle of equal rights and self-determination (choosing one’s own form of government.)

Several factors limit the power of the United Nations. First, global rivalries in which countries have tried to use the United Nations to further their own interests – as in the case of the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union – have weakened the organization’s nonpartisan role. In addition, the United Nations lacks the means to enforce many of its resolutions, especially if one of the permanent Security Council members does the not support a specifics measure. Finally, the United Nations is hurt by the high cost of implementing worldwide programs, especially international peacekeeping forces. 

In 1947, the United Nations sent a special committee to Palestine (UNOSCOP) to investigate the situation. This committee was asked to recommend a solution to the growing tensions between Palestinians and immigrating Jews. There recommendation was UN Resolution 181, or the Partition Plan. Essentially they recommended that Palestine be portioned into two states, one for the Palestinians on about 45% of the land and one for the Jews on 55% of the land. This plan was not accepted and the conflict as we know it started. 

Conference Objectives

You will work in a group to represent a new UNOSCOP. Your objective is to represent your committee at a conference in which you will try to negotiate an acceptable peace agreement.  You will work with your group to develop a proposal for peace based on what you have learned about the conflict, past peace agreements, international law, what you discover through research, considering the current state of the region, and what your group thinks can actually solve this conflict. Your task is not to take sides in the conflict, rather to come up with a proposal that has the potential to being agreed upon by both sides. 

Without a doubt, your task is monumental. Over the last 60 years, various U.S presidents, representatives of Palestinians and Israel, as well as international heads of states, have attempted to negotiate a peace agreement, without success. Yet, as the future of the world and amazing intellectual and creative beings, you are being trusted with the task. 

The Issues

You must address the following issues:

· Borders (Palestinian Statehood): The Palestinians have limited self-rule in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. The Palestinian Authority is the official representative political body of the Palestinians and Hamas, which is not recognized by the U.S or Israel, is the political entity governing the Gaza Strip. You need to decide how a Palestinian state will be created; what will the borders be? You must decide whether you will develop a plan based on a one- or two- state solution. 

· The Fate of Israeli Settlements in the West Bank: 
How will you deal with the Israelis who live in these territories? Israeli leaders have not supported removing the settlers and relocated them to places inside of Israel proper. Instead, they have favored retaining sovereignty over the settlements. This may be an issue if you are working on a two-state solution. 

· Jerusalem
Both Israelis and Palestinians want Jerusalem as their capital. In all peace negotiations of the past, Israel refused to relinquish any control of Jerusalem to Palestinians. Palestinians want East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. East Jerusalem is populated mainly by Palestinians and they feel it should be part of the 

West Bank. The original UN partition plan established Jerusalem as part of an international zone. Jerusalem is one, if not the most, contentious issues of peace negotiations. 

· Refugees
There are over 4 million Palestinian refugees scattered around the world, many of them living in camps in Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. Palestinians have long demanded the “right of return” for all Palestinian refugees, meaning that they may return to their former homes in Israel. Israeli leaders fear their Jewish population would be overwhelmed if Palestinian refugees return to Israel, thus threatening the existence of a Jewish state. The Right of Return is supported by UN Resolution 181. 

· Security Barrier/Wall
In 2002, Israel began construction on what they call a “separation barrier” and the Palestinians call a “wall” in what they deemed an effort to protect their state. The wall measures 25 ft. tall and is approximately 500 miles long. It snakes through the West Bank and has cut off villages, farmland, and families. The wall was not built 

      along the 1967 borders and has seriously threatened the physical feasibility of a Palestinian state. 

The Details

Conference Objective

This activity is designed to allow students to debate what type of political state should exist in the land of Israel/Palestine. Each group will attend a mock UN conference as a UNOSCOP committee who has been given the responsibility of seeking a peaceful resolution to this conflict.  

This is a very challenging task. It will take a lot of creative thinking and a true understanding of the historical roots of the conflict as well as the past failed peace negotiations to develop a proposal that has promise. Look at it as an opportunity to contribute to a discussion that has dominated the world’s attention for 60 years. 
Expectations

You will have to work closely as a team to formulate informed answers to the questions stated above. In considering the question above, you must decide how to deal with the key issues listed on the previous page. In addition to putting your proposal in writing, you must create a power point presentation that outlines your proposal. You will have to keep in mind the current geographic distribution/elements that currently exist (barrier/wall, settlements, checkpoints, population). 

You need to make 9 copies of your proposal, one for each group and one for the teacher.

These should be professionally crafted and organized. These need to be distributed to the groups at least 2 days prior to the conference. 

Dates and Times

The conference will be held the week of __________________ Each conference will last 2 days. The conference will be organized as follows:

· Introduction to issue, objective, participants: 5 minutes

· Group 1 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 2 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 3 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 4 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 5 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 6 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 7 proposal: 8 minutes

· Group 8 proposal: 8 minutes

· Between each proposal there will be 4 minutes of discussion. 

· At the end of all of the presentations, there will be continued discussion for the remainder of what time remains. 

Outline Sheet

Group members: ________________________________________________________________________________
Framework that will guide our proposal: (one or two state; equality; justice; compromise…) and explanation of decision

Our initial ideas on each issue:
· Land distribution 

· Refugees

· The security Barrier/Wall
· Jerusalem

· Settlements

Groups to Know

Israeli Political Parties: 

Kadima: Kadima is a centrist Israeli political party. After the elections on March 28, 2006, it is also the strongest party in Israel, having won 29 out of 120 seats in the Knesset. It was formed by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon after he formally left the right-wing Likud party on November 21, 2005, to produce a new party which would grant him the freedom to carry out his policy of unilateral disengagement - removing Israeli settlements from Palestinian territory and fixing the borders with a separation barrier. Israel's media reported that Kadima released the main points of its national agenda on November 28, 2005 as presented by Justice Minister Tzipi Livni in a drafted statement: 
· The Israeli nation has a national and historic right to the whole of Israel. However, in order to maintain a Jewish majority, part of the Land of Israel must be given up to maintain a Jewish and democratic state. 

· Israel shall remain a Jewish state and homeland. Jewish majority in Israel will be preserved by territorial concessions to Palestinians. 

· Jerusalem and large settlement blocks in the West Bank will be kept under Israeli control. The Israeli national agenda to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and achieve two states for two nations will be the road map. It will be carried out in stages: dismantling terror organizations, collecting firearms, implementing security reforms in the Palestinian Authority, and preventing incitement. 

· At the end of the process, a demilitarized Palestinian state devoid of terror will be established. 

The Labor Party: The Labor Party is a predominantly Jewish Israeli political group. They are a Zionist group which

believes in the establishment of a secular (nonreligious) Jewish state through the collective labor of the Jewish 
people and the use of military force only if necessary. Their goal is to maintain only one state, the Jewish state of 
Israel, but to allow for limited Palestinian self-rule in parts of the Occupied Territories.   

The Likud Bloc: The Likud Bloc is an alliance of Jewish Israeli political groups. They are a Zionist group, which believes 
in the establishment of a secular (nonreligious) Jewish state and the use of military force to achieve that end. They 
also advocate aggressive Jewish territorial expansion. Their goal is to maintain only one state, the Jewish state of 

Israel, and to encourage the Palestinians settled in the Occupied Territories to leave to make way for continued 
Jewish Israeli settlement. 

Palestinian Groups:
The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO): The PLO was the internationally recognized representative body of 
the Palestinians until the Palestinian Authority was established by the Olso Accords. (The PA became the 
embodiment of the PLO). The PLO’s members emerged from the Palestinian refugee camps in the Occupied 
Territories and until 1988 supported armed struggle against Israel. The PLO officially recognized Israel’s right to exist 
in 1988. The PLO’s long-term goal is to create a secular (nonreligious) Palestinian state, but they have adopted policy

of negotiations with Israel and have temporarily agreed to Palestinian limited self-rule in parts of the Occupied

Territories. Today, many Palestinians question the legitimacy of the PLO and consider is fairly defunct. 
The Palestinian Authority: The Palestinian Authority was established by the Oslo Accords in 1993. The Palestinian Authority is headquartered in Ramallah and was headed by Yasser Arafat until his death in 2004. He was replaced by democratically elected Mahmoud Abbas. The PA is the internationally recognized government body of the Palestinians. It runs all government ministries and government services. 
Hamas: Hamas is a Palestinian resistance group that emerged from the 1987 Intifada. Hamas’s members emerged from the Palestinian refugee camps in the Occupied Territories, particularly the Gaza Strip. Their main political goal is to end the occupation of Palestine and they have yet to formally accept the existence of Israel. Hamas has always operated as an independent political faction until 2006 when they supported a number of candidates for legislative seats and won the majority of the seats. Currently they are the political governing body of the Gaza Strip. Israel and the USA consider them a terrorist group. 
The Palestinian Refugees: Palestinian refugees were driven from their homes after the expansion of the state of Israel after the 1948 and the 1967 war. They live in camps and villages in the Occupied Territories and other Arab states, mostly in great poverty. The refugees’ goal is to return to their homeland and to establish an independent Palestinian state, possibly on the site of the Occupied Territories.  

United Nations Conference (AS)
Presenting Solutions the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

EQ: Can Palestinians and Israelis live in peace and security; what kind of political state should exist in the land of Israel/Palestine?

Introduction to the United Nations

The United Nations is an international organization composed of representatives from almost every nation in the world. The UN was created at the end of WWII in an effort to avoid further wars. The organization provides a place for governments to come together to find peaceful resolutions to conflicts. Thus, the United Nations provides a forum for solving international economic, cultural, social, and humanitarian problems. 

The main body of the UN is called the General Assembly. The General Assembly discusses all issues before the UN, votes on resolutions to implement United Nations programs, and forms United Nations policies regarding world events. Each United Nations member nation occupies one seat in the General Assembly and has one vote. A two-thirds vote is needed to pass any resolution. 

The Security Council is a special body within the United Nations charged with carrying out the primary objective of the organization: maintaining international peace and security. It has 5 permanent members – China, Britain, France, Russia, and the United States – and 10 nonpermanent members who are chosen on a rotating basis. Through the Security Council, the 5 permanent members can veto a UN Security Council resolution. Beyond the primary goal of world peace, the United Nations is also dedicated to the development of friendly relations among nations, based on the principle of equal rights and self-determination (choosing one’s own form of government.)

Several factors limit the power of the United Nations. First, global rivalries in which countries have tried to use the United Nations to further their own interests – as in the case of the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union – have weakened the organization’s nonpartisan role. In addition, the United Nations lacks the means to enforce many of its resolutions, especially if one of the permanent Security Council members does the not support a specifics measure. Finally, the United Nations is hurt by the high cost of implementing worldwide programs, especially international peacekeeping forces. 

In 1947, the United Nations sent a special committee to Palestine (UNOSCOP) to investigate the situation. This committee was asked to recommend a solution to the growing tensions between Palestinians and immigrating Jews. There recommendation was UN Resolution 181, or the Partition Plan. Essentially they recommended that Palestine be portioned into two states, one for the Palestinians on about 45% of the land and one for the Jews on 55% of the land. This plan was not accepted and the conflict as we know it started. 

Conference Objectives

Your objective is to represent your assigned country at a conference in which you will try to negotiate a peace agreement acceptable to all nations.  You will work with your group to develop a proposal for peace based on the country you represent. Without a doubt, your task is challenging. Over the last 60 years, various U.S presidents, representatives of Palestinians and Israel, as well as international heads of states, have attempted to negotiate a peace agreement, without success. Yet, as the future of the world and amazing intellectual and creative beings, you are being trusted with the task. You will develop a written proposal detailing your plan, which must address the issues outlined on the following page, an oral presentation, and participate in evaluating the other proposals submitted. As a group you will analyze and evaluate the proposals and attempt to negotiate an acceptable agreement. 

The Issues
You must address the following issues:

· Statehood: Israel is the only state that exists in this geographic area. The Israeli government has authority to rule over all territory and acts unilaterally. The Palestinians have limited self-rule in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. (this rule is currently split between Fatah and Hamas). The Palestinian Authority is the official representative political body of the Palestinians and in 2006 Hamas, which is not recognized by the U.S or Israel, won a majority of legislative seats. Subsequent to the elections, both the United States and Israel rejected Hamas and fail to recognize their role in the government even though they were elected democratically by the people in an election overseen by international observers and Jimmy Carter. Today the PA has limited autonomy to govern the West Bank and Hamas the Gaza Strip. Palestinians have not enjoyed their right to self-determination since the state of Israel was created in 1948. Palestine is recognized as a nation by most of the international community, including the European Union. You should take into consideration current demographics and the current political context of the Arab world when deciding on whether you will advocate for a one-or two- state solution.
· The Fate of Israeli Settlements in the West Bank: 
      How will you deal with the Israelis who live in the West Bank? Israeli leaders have not supported removing 

      the settlers and relocating them to places inside of Israel proper. Instead, they have favored retaining 

      sovereignty over the settlements. Your decision about this depends on whether you are advocating a one- or two- 

state solution. 
· Jerusalem
      Both Israelis and Palestinians want Jerusalem as their capital. In all peace negotiations of the past, Israel  

      refuses to relinquish any control of Jerusalem to Palestinians. Palestinians want East Jerusalem as the 

      capital of their future state. East Jerusalem is populated mainly by Palestinians and they feel it should be 

      part of the West Bank. The original UN partition plan established Jerusalem as part of an international 

      zone. Jerusalem is one, if not the most, contentious issues of peace negotiations.  

· Refugees
      There are over 4.5 million Palestinian refugees scattered around the world, many of them living in camps in 

      Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. Palestinians have long demanded the “right of return” for all Palestinian 

      refugees, meaning that they may return to their former homes in Israel. Israeli leaders fear their Jewish

      population would be overwhelmed if Palestinian refugees return to Israel, thus threatening the existence 

      of a Jewish state. 

· Security Barrier/Wall 
      In 2002, Israel began construction on what they call a “separation barrier” and the Palestinians call a “wall” 

      in what they deemed an effort to protect their state. The wall measures 25 ft. tall and approximately 500
      miles long. It snakes through the West Bank and has cut off villages, farmland, and families. The wall was 

      not built along the 1967 borders and has seriously threatened the physical feasibility of a Palestinian state. 

      In 2004, the International Court of Justice declared the wall illegal and ruled that it must come down.  Israel needs 

      the wall to protect themselves from terrorist attacks. 
· Water 

      Water is another difficult issue. Israel controls over 80% of the aquifers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip – 

      even though this is considered Palestinian territory. Because of this, Israelis consume 3 times the amount 

      of water Palestinians do. Palestinians want control of more of the aquifers in order to properly meet the 

      needs of its people. Israel does not want to give up any control. 

The Details & Protocol

Objective: Represent your nation and create a peace proposal for the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 
Overview

You will have to work closely as a team to formulate an informed and academic proposal to solve the conflict. You will be participating in a mock UN conference as a representative of a country who has an interest in seeing a solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The countries that will be represented are: the United States, Palestine, Israel, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon. The conference day(s)will be the time to share what your group has developed and participate in negotiations to come up with a final agreement. This will be a very intellectually engaging and challenging task, but one that will be very rewarding- and you will be sharing it with your team. You should expect outside observers at the conference and must be prepared to answer their questions. 

Guidelines

1. You must create a written plan for peace. Additionally, you will write a paper that describes your nation’s historical involvement and interest in the issue. The first part of the paper should give a concise overview of your nation. Lastly, you will develop a professional presentation of your plan (this should be a power point).  You need to make 9 copies of your proposal, one for each group and one for the teacher. These are due to each group and the teacher on ___________________. Once you receive the other proposals, your group will have to analyze and evaluate them for useful and problematic areas. Each group must be versed in all the proposals. Suggestion: Write questions and comments about each proposal before the conference.
2. You need a sign and flag of your country (size should be 8 ½ x 11)

3. The Conference will be organized as follows: 

· Introduction to issue, objective, participants: 5 minutes

· Country 1 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 2 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 3 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 4 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 5 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 6 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 7 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Country 8 proposal: 8 minutes

· Discussion/Questions: 4 minutes

· Group Caucus Time/Lobbying: 10 minutes

· Final Negotiations: remaining time
4 Each group’s work must be respected. This is an ACADEMIC exercise, not a personal debate. Remember students are representing their country, not their personal opinions. As you have learned, this conflict is very complicated and multi-faceted. Thus, it has been the cause of much controversy and heated emotion. It is likely this be the case during the conference. Be patient and respectful at all times. 

Assessment


Group Assessment: 25 points


You will grade the participation and effort of your group members. This is a collaborative project; not a divide and conquer task. Each group member is expected to do an equal amount of the workload and participate in the formulation of the group’s plan. 


Written Proposal:  100 points


Each group will develop a written proposal for peace that addresses the concerns of both sides. This will be challenging because you must deeply understand the issues of both groups of people and although your perspective will be represented, your proposal should not be based solely on it. You will be expected to conduct academic research and read relevant documents. The proposal should address all the issues of concern listed previously and be organized into separate parts.  You will need to synthesize academic knowledge and creative genius in a framework that works best for your group. The proposal will receive a group grade.
· Map
Each proposal will be accompanied by a map that reflects your written proposal. Boundaries and borders should be clear. You must take into account the current geographic make-up and the barrier. 

 
Conference Participation:  100 points


Each group member is expected to participate during the actual conference in both presenting the proposal and discussing it. You should know your own proposal and what to expect from the other groups. Your skill of negotiation will be tested. The presentation will receive a group grade; but you will be assessed individually for your participation in the discussions. 

Reflection on Conference and Conflict: 25 points


After the conference, you will complete a reflection sheet on the proposal your group created, the conference, and the conflict. 

Total Points: 250 points

